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SA Government to franchise tram and
train services
This week, the South Australian Government announced that it
will franchise tram and rail services across Adelaide, on top of
re-tendering the existing bus services. The Government first
released Registrations of Interest for the franchise of bus
services in April. That was followed this week by the
Government calling for ROIs for the provision of tram services
in Adelaide. Market engagement for the franchising of rail
services will be held later this year. 

Contracts for bus services will be let in two phases. Phase 1 will just
apply to buses. Phase 2 will include the provision of tram services
alongside additional bus contracts.
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Financial close reached on Cross River
Rail PPP
This week, contractual and financial close was reached on the
Tunnel, Stations and Development Public Private Partnership
package of the $5.4 billion Cross River Rail project. The
package will be delivered by the Pulse consortium comprising
Pacific Partnerships, CPB Contractors, UGL, DIF, BAM, and
Ghella. Construction will begin later this year and is expected
to be completed in 2024.  

Contractual and financial close on the PPP follows preferred bidders
being selected in April across all major work packages for Cross River
Rail. This includes the Tunnel, Stations and Development PPP,
the Rail, Integration and Systems Alliance, and the inner-city network
European Train Control System contract. The other two packages are
yet to reach contractual close.
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ENERGY

AEMC releases retail competition review
and proposed reforms to transmission
networks 
The Australian Energy Market Commission has released its
Retail Energy Competition Review 2019 final report. The report
indicates that consumers are saving between $389 to $760 this
year due to stronger competition in the energy market – as
benchmarked against more expensive standing offers.
Separately, the AEMC has also released a directions paper
presenting a proposed approach to reforming the current
access framework for transmission networks across the
National Electricity Market. 

The 2019 retail energy competition review examines residential and
small business consumers across the NEM. AEMC Chairman John
Pierce points out that switching to better deals has ‘reached a record
high with nearly one in four customers changing retailers’ over the
last year.
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Preferred bidder announced for
Manawatu Tararua Highway
The New Zealand Transport Agency has this week announced
the preferred alliance for the NZ$619 million (A$578 million)
Manawatū Gorge Alternative Route project. The preferred
bidder is the Advance consortium comprising Fulton Hogan,
HEB Construction, Aurecon and WSP-Opus. As a result,
Advance will become part of the interim project alliance which
will deliver the project’s design, regional consenting, and
construction components. 

It is expected that enabling works will commence in September 2019,
full construction in 2020, ahead of completion in 2024.
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Pre-registrations of Interest called for
Sydney Gateway
On Monday the NSW Government opened pre-registrations of
interest for Sydney Gateway. The circa $2.4 billion project will
be delivered through two separate packages. The project will
link the international and domestic terminals of Sydney
Airport and Port Botany to the WestConnex St Peters
Interchange. Pre-ROIs are due by 10 July. 

The NSW Government has indicated they expect to call for
Expressions of Interest in the third quarter of 2019, with shortlisting of
proponents to occur in late-2019.

 For interested parties to be eligible to receive the EOI invitation, they
must be prequalified with RMS and submit related documentation
through the pre-ROI.
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WASTE

Tasmanian Government releases draft
waste action plan
This week, the Tasmanian Government released a draft waste
action plan for consultation. The draft action plan proposes
establishing a state-wide levy on waste disposed in landfill,
and a range of waste management and resource recovery
targets. 

The release of Tasmania’s draft waste action plan comes in response
to increasing waste challenges due to population growth and
international policy changes which restrict the volume of waste that
can be exported for processing.
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Infrastructure Australia endorses three 
Queensland road projects
This week, Infrastructure Australia has advanced three 
Queensland road projects on its Infrastructure Priority List. 
The three projects are the Bruce Highway Upgrade – Cairns 
Southern Access Corridor Stage 3, and Pacific M1 Upgrades –
Eight Miles Plains to Daisy Hill and Varsity Lakes to Tugun. 

For each project, IA found some limiting factors to the stated benefit-
cost ratios, but noted that the BCR of each project is still likely to 
exceed one.
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Industry news

The Port of Brisbane and Qube have signed an agreement for a 33-year extension to Qube’s lease on
Fisherman Islands. The extended lease, now totaling 40 years, will cover a total area of 36.2 hectares. Under the
agreement Qube will undertake further capital investment into the area over the next five years.

 CIMIC’s UGL and Unipart have been awarded a $630 million five-year contract extension for maintenance and
logistics services on part of Sydney’s passenger rail fleet. The five year extension took effect on 1 July 2019.

 McConnell Dowell has been awarded a design and construct contract for a 100 metre wharf extension at Port
Nelson in New Zealand. Works include design and construction of the new wharf and removal of the existing
structure.

 The 2019 Asia Pacific Cities Summit and Mayors’ Forum will be held in Brisbane from 7 to 10 July. The
Summit brings together city leaders and local government representatives who will present upcoming major project
commercial tenders, procurement activities and partnership opportunities with cities across the Asia Pacific region.
Attendees will hear about upcoming tender opportunities in local governments in Australia and internationally. The
Major Project Announcement Briefings are being held between 2:45pm and 3:45pm on Monday 8 July and
Tuesday 9 July. To find out more information about the Summit here.

 The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has provided first stage planning approvals
to the two towers proposed for the Pitt Street Integrated Station Development under Sydney Metro. Three groups,
Grocon, Lendlease and Brookfield, have been shortlisted to build the two towers and a new metro station. The
contract is expected to be awarded by the end of the year.

 Veolia has been awarded a 10-year, $170 million contract by Wellington Water to operate and maintain four
wastewater treatment plants. Veolia has operated two of the plants since 2004, with one of the remaining two to
be transitioned under the contract from this month and the other in June 2020.

 CPB Contractors has been awarded a contract to design and construct the $95 million Avon River Bridge in
Victoria. The bridge is being delivered under the broader Gippsland Line Upgrade, part of the Regional Rail
Revival program. The bridge is expected to be completed in 2021.

 The Western Australian Government has reached a $250 million settlement with BHP over royalty payments.
$230 million of this funding has been earmarked to commence construction of a New Women’s and Maternity
Hospital, with additional funding to come for the project when WA TAB is sold.

 Qube has launched a takeover bid for transport and logistics company, Chalmers. The takeover bid values the
company at $60 million.

 The South Australian Government has given the $1.5 billion SA to NSW High Capacity Interconnector ‘Major
Project Status’. The project is currently in the process of getting regulatory approvals from numerous state and
Federal agencies.

 WSP has been engaged by the ACT Government to provide engineering services to the remediation of the
Molonglo Former Sewage Sludge Ponds. The area is being remediated to allow for more parkland and eventually
a new suburb in its surrounds.
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SUEZ and the Western City and Aerotropolis Authority have signed a Memorandum of Understanding.
Under the MOU, SUEZ will advise on areas including waste management, energy creation, and water
management.

 The NSW Government has released a concept design for the $168 million Parkes bypass. The 10.5-kilometre
section of new road will be constructed two kilometres west of the Newell Highway between Maguire Road and
Barkers Road. The concept design is on exhibition until 9 August.

 The WA Government has confirmed it will not proceed with a value capture model for associated property
developments under METRONET. The decision follows the Government receiving more Federal funding for the
project and a sluggish housing market in WA.

 Sydney Water has submitted its water pricing proposal for 2020 – 2024 to the Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal for assessment. Under the proposal, retail water bills would decrease on average by $45,
with Sydney Water proposing $4.5 billion of capital investment to expand and upgrade their network over the
period.

 The Victorian Government has announced that the Glenroy Road level crossing along the Craigieburn line will
be removed. The rail line will be lowered below the road, with the Glenroy station also to be rebuilt. The project is
expected to be finished in 2022.

 Vehicle testing has commenced on George Street in the Sydney CBD as part of the Sydney Light Rail – City and
Southeast project. The project is expected to be operational by the end of 2019.

 The Victorian Government has established a dedicated Office of Road Safety. The new ORS merges the
road safety functions of VicRoads and the Victorian Department of Transport into a single entity.

 The NSW Government has finalised the sale of the Sirius building, located in The Rocks, for $150 million. The
funding will be used to build an addition 300 social housing dwellings.

 The New Zealand Government has allocated NZ$40 million (A$38.2 million) towards funding waste projects.
Projects with resource consents already in place where construction will begin by the end of 2020 will be given
priority access to funding.

 Main Roads Western Australia has referred the northern and central sections of Bunbury Outer Ring Road
Stages 2 and 3 to the Federal Department of the Environment and Energy for assessment. The sections are
on exhibition until 10 July.

 The National Transport Commission has released a Consultation Regulation Impact Statement on the
operation of automated and connected vehicles. The RIS covers the roles of manufacturers, repairers, and
registered owners in the operation of AVs on Australian roads. Consultation on the RIS is open until 26 August,
with recommendations to be presented to transport ministers in May 2020.

 The Queensland Government has established a new state-owned corporation, FibreCo Queensland. The
new entity will sell access to the Government’s optical fibre network to retail and internet service providers in
regional Queensland. Jane Nant and Merryn York have been appointed to the board, with the remaining
vacancies expected to be announced in the coming weeks.

 The Council of Australian Governments Energy Council has released nine issues papers as part of the
process in developing a National Hydrogen Strategy. Submissions on the issue papers are due by 28 July.
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 The S-Set trains operating on Sydney’s rail network for the last 40 years have been retired. This follows the
introduction of further 24 Waratah Series 2 trains now operating on the network, with a further 17 to enter
operation progressively from next year.

 The Victorian Government is allowing local councils to extend recycling contracts through to June 2021. The
extension allows for future procurement to move to a shared services model involving multiple local government
areas for waste collection.
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Appointments

The Tasmanian Government has announced changes to its ministerial line-up. Peter Gutwein
will continue as Treasurer and pick up the portfolios of Environment, Parks and Heritage, with
Elise Archer adding the portfolios of Building and Construction to her existing responsibilities
as Attorney-General. Michael Ferguson has shifted to become Minister for Infrastructure and
Transport and Minister for State Growth, with Sarah Courtney taking over the Health ministry.

Jodi McKay has been elected as Leader of the NSW Labor Party and has announced a new
Shadow Ministry. Relevant appointments include Ryan Park (Health, Housing and
Homelessness), Adam Searle (Climate Change and Energy), Walt Secord (Treasury), John
Graham (Roads), Kate Washington (Environment), Chris Minns (Transport and
Corrections), Mike Veitch (Rural Roads, Industry and Trade), and Clayton Barr (Water).

The Commonwealth Bank has appointed Priscilla Sims Brown as Group Executive,
Marketing and Corporate Affairs from 1 August. Separately, Group General Counsel, Anna
Lenahan finished at CBA on 30 June, with Deputy CEO David Cohen acting in the role until a
replacement is announced.

Allens has promoted eight people to the position of Partner. The new Partners are Annabelle
Aland, Charles Ashton, Michelle Bennett, James Kanabar, Chris Kerrigan, Jaime
McKenzie, Nikki O'Leary and Rita Pang.

David O’Brien has been appointed as Partnership Chair of MinterEllison, replacing Bruce
Cowley. Mr O’Brien has been with the firm since 1984. Separately, MinterEllison has
appointed 14 people to the position of Partner, 22 to Special Counsel, and 47 to Senior
Associate. You can see the full list of appointments here.

The Victorian Government has appointed Chris Barrett as Chief Executive Officer of Invest
Victoria. Mr Barrett was previously Executive Director, Finance and Economics at the European
Climate Foundation and a former Deputy Secretary of the Victorian Department of Premier and
Cabinet.

Four people have been appointed to the South Australian Public Transport Authority Advisory 
Board by the South Australian Government. The appointments are Reece Waldock as 
Presiding Member, with Monica Ryu, Fergus Gammie, and Chris Vounasis appointed as 
Members.
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Graham Wood has been appointed as Acting Chief Executive Officer of Hunter Water, effective 
22 July. Mr Wood was previously Chief Infrastructure Officer for Watercare in New Zealand.
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Policy Taskforces and Events

Water Taskforce

With Raveen Jaduram, Chief Executive Officer, Watercare Services.

Date:
 Tuesday, 9 July 2019

Time:
 2.30pm – 4.00pm | Sydney (SOLD OUT), Melbourne, Brisbane

Location:
Arup

Transport Taskforce

With Anthony Kannis, Project Director, METRONET

Date:
 Monday, 15 July 2019

Time:
 2.30pm – 4.00pm | Sydney (SOLD OUT), Melbourne, Brisbane

Location:
Ashurst

Is your organisation interested in hosting or sponsoring events like these? Contact us

Spread the word - get your colleagues to sign up.
Send an email to contact@infrastructure.org.au or subscribe here.
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